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IN MEMORIAM
James M. Seeger, MD, 1947-2009
Editor, 2003-2008Dr James M. Seeger died unexpectedly on October 21,
2009, at the age of 62. He is remembered here for his
numerous contributions to vascular surgery and his role as
Editor of the Journal of Vascular Surgery®.
After undergraduate education at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology and medical school at the Medical
College of Georgia, Dr Seeger trained in general surgery at
the University of Utah, including two years of service as a
general medical officer in the US Navy. He undertook
vascular fellowship training at Eastern Virginia Graduate
School of Medicine, and briefly joined their faculty, before
joining the University of Florida Department of Surgery in
1982. At Florida, Dr Seeger developed an outstanding
vascular surgery division, which he led until his untimely
death. He filled many academic roles there, including most
recently the Associate Chair of the Department and the
Cracchiolo Professorship. His colleagues at the University
greatly respected him for his unselfish development of
other faculty and his fair and objective decision making.
Dr Seeger’s early research focused on engineering de-
rivatives, such as endothelial seeding to create bioprosthe-
ses. He was very interested in multisystem organ failure and
its impact on major thoracoabdominal reconstructions. He
explored early endovascular treatment with laser recanali-
zation while at the same time taking on complex surgical
problems such as aortic graft infection. Dr Seeger’s research
reflected his analytical mind and attention to detail, which
permeated all his activities.
Dr Seeger was an outstanding educator, and was keenly
interested in vascular surgery education. He developed a
preeminent vascular fellowship and then assembled the first
clinical curriculum for the Association of Program Direc-
tors in Vascular Surgery (APDVS). This seminal contribu-
tion was one of the first clear steps that established vascular
surgery as a unique specialty. Dr Seeger soon became
President of the APDVS as well as the Southern Association
of Vascular Surgery. He had many roles within the Society
for Vascular Surgery, most recently serving as Chair of the
Education Council. He served for 6 years on the Vascular
Surgery Board of the American Board of Surgery.
Dr Seeger was a natural editor. He perfected these skills
over years of tutelage of surgical research trainees and in his
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Editorial Board member of the Journal of Vascular Sur-
gery®. He regarded his selection as Editor of the Journal to
be a highlight of his career, and in the ensuing 6 years, did
much to advance its content and stature.
To be a successful journal editor requires a command-
ing view of the published literature, and Dr Seeger was
extremely well-read. He appreciated clear, logical writing,
and went to great lengths to help inexperienced authors
achieve this goal. Always fair and even-handed in his deci-
sion making, he juggled reviewer opinions with aplomb,
and through the editorial process produced a better jour-
nal. Together with co-editor Jack Cronenwett, he intro-
duced many new components of the Journal, including the
online manuscript submission and review process, Vascular
Images, Invited Commentaries, Clinical Updates, CME
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Vascular and Endovascular Surgery, free online access to
articles after 2 years, and objective criteria-based selection
of Editorial Board members. Further, Dr Seeger promul-
gated authorship requirements, publication of author roles
and numerical limitations on authors, in order to promote
scientific integrity.
Ultimately, Dr Seeger’s accomplishments are attribut-
able to his leadership. He was friendly but objective and
could tell a good story but also be a careful listener. He led
by example, and never shirked responsibility. In his Presi-
dential Address of 2003, Dr Seeger contrasted leadership
styles of Antarctic explorers to derive their relevance to
vascular surgery. He concluded by saying:
“To be successful, leaders must be visible and set a
personal example; must be optimistic but grounded; mustbe scrupulously fair and minimize status differences; must
master conflict; must be willing to take risks, while being
ever concerned about the well-being of those they lead;
must never lose sight of the ultimate goal, while adapting to
changing circumstances; and must never give up. Further-
more, they must always remember that leadership is a
responsibility, not a privilege.”1
Dr James Seeger exemplified these attributes and used
them to create opportunities for others and to advance our
specialty. It was our privilege to work with him in his roles
of colleague, friend, and Editor of the Journal of Vascular
Surgery®.
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